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The fact that Senator Kamala Harris has just been named the vice presidential running mate for
presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden has some questioning her eligibility for the
position.

The 12th Amendment provides that "no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President
shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States."

And Article II of the Constitution specifies that "[n]o person except a natural born citizen...shall
be eligible to the office of President."

Her father was (and is) a Jamaican national, her mother was from India, and neither was a
naturalized U.S. citizen at the time of Harris' birth in 1964.

That, according to these commentators, makes her not a "natural born citizen"—and therefore
ineligible for the office of the president and, hence, ineligible for the office of the vice president.

https://www.newsweek.com/some-questions-kamala-harris-about-eligibility-opinion-1524483



By Michael McGoughSenior Editorial Writer  Aug. 13, 2020

Kamala Harris was born in the United States and is eligible — in fact, extremely qualified — to be
vice president of the United States, and president of the United States. Let’s start there.

Newsweek has offered a feeble explanation for a column suggesting that Sen. Kamala Harris might
not be a “natural born citizen,” denying that the column was “an attempt to ignite a racist conspiracy
theory around Kamala Harris’ candidacy.”

 https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-08-13/kamala-harris-birthright-citizenship-trump

Media Outcry

"Nonsense," runs the counter-commentary. Indeed, PolitiFact rated the claim of ineligibility as
"Pants on Fire" false, Snopes rated it simply "False," and from the other side of the political
spectrum, Conservative Daily News likewise rated it "False." All three (and numerous others)
simply assert that Harris is eligible because she was born in Oakland—and is therefore a
natural-born citizen from location of birth.

Newsweek's Apology

Editor's note, 8/14: This op-ed is being used by some as a tool to perpetuate racism and xenophobia.
We apologize. The essay, by John Eastman, was intended to explore a minority legal argument
about the definition of who is a "natural-born citizen" in the United States. But to many readers,
the essay inevitably conveyed the ugly message that Senator Kamala Harris, a woman of color and
the child of immigrants, was somehow not truly American.

The op-ed was never intended to spark or to take part in the racist lie of Birtherism, the conspiracy
theory aimed at delegitimizing Barack Obama, but we should have recognized the potential, even
probability, that that could happen. Readers hold us accountable for all that we publish, as they
should; we hold ourselves accountable, too. We entirely failed to anticipate the ways in which the
essay would be interpreted, distorted and weaponized.

As we said in our earlier note, this essay was an attempt to examine a legal argument about the
difference between "natural born" and "naturalized," the latter being ineligible to hold the
office of president. In the days since the op-ed was published, we saw that it was being shared in
forums and social networks notorious for disinformation, conspiracy theories and racist hatred.

All of us at Newsweek are horrified that this op-ed gave rise to a wave of vile Birtherism directed at



Senator Harris. Many readers have demanded that we retract the essay, but we believe in being
transparent and are therefore allowing it to remain online, with this note attached.

What Does it Acutally Say in the Constitution and Amendments?

Section 1 of Article Two of the United States Constitution sets forth the eligibility requirements for
serving as president of the United States, under clause 5 (emphasis added):

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any
Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five Years, and been
fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.[10]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural-born-citizen_clause

Twelfth Ammendment

"No person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-
President of the United States."

Fourteenth Amendment

"All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside."

Article One

Under article one, representatives and senators are required to be U.S. citizens, but there is no
requirement that they be natural born.

Why a Natural Born Citizen?

St. George Tucker, an early federal judge, wrote in his 1803 edition of William Blackstone's
Commentaries on the Laws of England, perhaps the leading authority for the delegates to the
Constitutional Convention for the terms used in the Constitution, that the natural-born-citizen clause



is "a happy means of security against foreign influence" and that "[t]he admission of foreigners
into our councils, consequently, cannot be too much guarded against."[1]

In a footnote, Tucker wrote that naturalized citizens have the same rights as the natural-born
except "they are forever incapable of being chosen to the office of president of the United
States."[43]

In a speech before the Senate, delegate Charles Cotesworth Pinckney gave the rationale, "to insure
experience and attachment to the country."[44]

Summary

1. There is a difference between Citizen and Natural Born Citizen
2. Only Natural Born Citizens can become president if they have at least 14 years residency to

ensure (experience in and attachment to the country)
3. An exception was made at the time of the drafting of the constitution which allowed Citizens
4. Someone who is born in the USA but not subject to its jurisdiction is not automatically a

citizen. Not everyone born in the USA is a citizen. (eg. Foreign Diplomat's children, children of
migrant workers in the early 20th century).

5. There is a fear of foreign influence and/or allegiance and attachment to a foreign power.
6. No naturalized citizen may ever become President.

QUESTIONS

Is the USA

1. Geographic Entity where the citizens choose what they want it to be?
2. An idea that citizens commit to and use the Geographic Entity to implement that idea?

Is the State of ISRAEL
1. A State of its citizens?
2. A State for Jews?
3. A Jewish State?

America's Values



Just after the American Revolution, an English essayist named William Gifford reported that some
Americans planned to substitute Hebrew as the official language of the United States.

Gifford got the story from an aide to Comte de Rochambeau, Marquis de Chastellux, who had
traveled in America in 1780.

“In the rebellion of the Colonies, a member of that state seriously proposed to Congress the putting
down of the English language by law, and decreeing the universal adoption of Hebrew in its stead,”
Gifford wrote.

There were good reasons to believe his story. For one, some people believed a linguistic separation
would follow the political separation of the United States from Great Britain.

For another, the  New England Puritans brought with them a prejudice toward the original 
Hebrew version of the Old Testament.

The New England Puritans  identified with the Israelites who escaped Pharoah’s oppression by
crossing the sea. They viewed the Scriptures as the ultimate authority, and they took their laws from 
the Old Testament.

William Bradford taught himself Hebrew because he wanted to read the Scriptures in their original
language. His gravestone says, in Hebrew, “The Lord is the help of my life.”

And, of course, the Puritans didn’t celebrate Christmas.



As Yale president, Stiles made a course in Hebrew a freshman requirement.

By then, the Hebrew words Urim and Thummim (the oracular will of God) were already on the Yale
seal, along with the Latin Lux et Veritas (light and truth).

Harvard also taught Hebrew since the 1720s, and so did William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va.
Columbia College in New York required all teachers to know Hebrew.

https://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/the-story-of-how-hebrew-almost-became-the-official-
u-s-language/

Appointing a King in Israel in the Torah 

Deuteronomy 17:14-15 ו״ט-ד״י:ז״י םירבד
ֹבתָ־יכִּֽ )די(  ˂לָ֔ ןתֵ֣נֹ ֙˃יהֶ֙˄אֱ הוָ֤היְ רשֶׁ֨אֲ ץרֶאָ֗הָ־לאֶ א֣
 ˂לֶמֶ֔ י֙לַעָ המָישִׂ֤אָ תָּ֗רְמַאָוְ הּבָּ֑ התָּבְשַׁ֣יָוְ הּתָּ֖שְׁרִיוִֽ
׃יתָֽבֹיבִסְ רשֶׁ֥אֲ םיִ֖וֹגּהַ־לכָכְּ

 הוָ֥היְ רחַ֛בְיִ רשֶׁ֥אֲ ˂לֶמֶ֔ ֙˃ילֶ֨עָ םישִׂ֤תָּ םוֹשׂ֣)וט(
וֹבּ֑ ˃יהֶ֖˄אֱ

ֹל ˂לֶמֶ֔ ֙˃ילֶ֨עָ םישִׂ֤תָּ ˃יחֶ֗אַ ברֶקֶּ֣מִ  תתֵ֤לָ לכַ֗וּת א֣
ֹל רשֶׁ֥אֲ ירִ֔כְנָ שׁיאִ֣ ֙˃ילֶ֨עָ ׃אוּהֽ ˃יחִ֖אָ־אֽ

(14) If (when), after you have entered the land that 
the LORD your God has assigned to you, and 
taken possession of it and settled in it, you (say) 
decide, “I will set a king over me, as do all the 
nations about me,”

(15) you shall be free to set a king over yourself, 
one chosen by the LORD your God. 

Be sure to set as king over yourself one of your 
own people (from among your brothers); you 
must not set a foreigner over you, one who is 
not your brother.



Appointing the First King of Israel at the Time of Samuel

I Samuel 8:4-7 ׳ז-׳ד:׳ח א לאומש
 לאֵ֖וּמשְׁ־לאֶ וּאבֹ֥יָּוַ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣קְזִ לכֹּ֖ וּצ֔בְּקַתְיִּֽוַ )ד(
 ˃ינֶ֕בָוּ תָּנְקַ֔זָ התָּ֣אַ ה֙נֵּהִ וילָ֗אֵ וּר֣מְאֹיּוַ )ה(׃התָמָֽרָהָ
ֹל  ˃יכֶ֑רָדְבִּ וּכ֖לְהָ א֥

׃םיִֽוֹגּהַ־לכָכְּ וּנטֵ֖פְשָׁלְ ˂לֶמֶ֛ וּנלָּ֥־המָישִֽׂ התָּ֗עַ

 וּר֔מְאָ רשֶׁ֣אֲכַּ לאֵ֔וּמשְׁ ינֵ֣יעֵבְּ ר֙בָדָּהַ ערַ֤ יֵּוַ )ו(
 ׃הוָֽהיְ־לאֶ לאֵ֖וּמשְׁ ללֵּ֥פַּתְיִּוַ וּנטֵ֑פְשָׁלְ ˂לֶמֶ֖ וּנלָּ֥־הנָתְּ
)פ(

ֹיּוַ )ז(  לכֹ֥לְ םעָ֔הָ לוֹק֣בְּ ע֙מַשְׁ לאֵ֔וּמשְׁ־לאֶ ה֙וָהיְ רמֶא֤
ֹל יכִּ֣ ˃ילֶ֑אֵ וּר֖מְאֹי־רשֶׁאֲ  וּס֖אֲמָ יתִ֥אֹ־יכִּֽ וּסאָ֔מָ ֙˃תְאֹֽ א֤
׃םהֶֽילֵעֲ ˂֥˄מְּמִ

(4) All the elders of Israel assembled and came to 
Samuel at Ramah, (5) and they said to him, “You 
have grown old, and your sons have not followed 
your ways. 

Therefore appoint a king for us, to govern us like 
all other nations.”

(6) Samuel was displeased that they said “Give us 
a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD,

(7) and the LORD replied to Samuel, “Heed the 
demand of the people in everything they say to 
you. For it is not you that they have rejected; it is 
Me they have rejected as their king.

Kli Yakar on Deuteronomy 17:15
Resolving the apparent contradiction between

Deuteronomy and I Samuel

Kli Yakar on Deuteronomy 17:15 ו״ט:ז״י םירבד לע רקי ילכ
 ... םירמוא םיבר .'וגו ךלמ ךילע םישת םוש)א(
 ןוצר היה םאש ,וז הוצמ לע לפונה לודגה קפסה
 המל כ"א םה וצפחישכ ךלמ ךולמי קדצלש 'ה
...איבנה לאומש םהילע םערתנ
 לככ וניטפשל ורמאש לע היה תמוערתהש א"יו 
.םיוגה יסומינב םתוא טופשיש םיוגה

 םירבד תעדוה אלא הוצמ וז השרפ ןיאש א"יו 
 ושקבי ךכש תירחא תישארמ דיגמ ה"בקהש
 'ה םהל ריתהו דיתעל לארשי

 יהלאה ןוצרהש ,הרצקב יתעד ינא רמואו)ב(
 וארומ ליטהל ידכ םהילע ךלמ ךולמי קדצלש היה
 יתב ויה ירהש םיטפשמה ךרוצל אלו ,... םלכ לע
ריע לכב םיעובק םיניד

Many discuss doubt about this mitzvah -- is it
necessary to have a King or not?

If it's a mitzvah, why was God angry with them
when they asked Shmuel for a King?

There are those who say, because they said, "to
judge us like all the nations" (ie in the manner how
the nations have their king "judge" them.)

Others say, it's not obligitory to have a King, but
it's a hint at the future when the Nation came to
Shmuel and God allowed it to teach them a lesson.

But I'll give you my opinion - God does want
them to have a King who will place upon them the
fear/awe of a human King so they can learn how to
relate to God as King of Kings - and NOT for
Judging the People, because they already have
fixed courts for that in every town.



 רחאל יכ ,'וגו ץראה לא אובת יכ רמאנ ךכל 
 רשיה שיאו טעביו ןורושי ןמשי הבישיו השורי
 יאדו זאו ,לארשיב ךלמ ןיאשכ השעי ויניעב
 תושעל תע יכ ארוק 'ה רשא םידירשה ורמאי
 היהיש ךלמ ילע המישא תרמאו ךלמ לואשל
 ןוילע היהיש ילע ןושל עמשמ ןכ יכ ילע וארומ
דיה תקזחב יב הדורו לשומו ילע

 ורמא יכ ,הנוכנ ורבד אל לאומש ימיב לבא)ג(
 ךלמ ונילע ורמא אל )ו ח 'א לאומש( ךלמ ונל הנת
 וארומ היהיש תורמ לבקל וצר אל יכ ,ונל אלא
 ןיכלמ םיקהל ונידיב רוסמ ונל היהי אלא ונילע
 ףינחי וחרכ לעבש הזמ ונל אצויהו ,ןיכלמ ידעהלו
 יכ )ה ח םש( םיוגה לככ וניטפשל ורמא כ"עו ונל
 תוצרא גהנמכו םיטפשמב איה הפונחה ךרוצ רקיע
 אלש ידכ עודי ןמז לע בר הזיא םילבקמש ולא
 כ"עו ,ברה לע םתמיא הברדאו םהילע ותמיא אהי
 עריו .והוחדי אלש ידכ םהל ףינחהל חרכומ אוה
 יכ ,ךלמ ונל הנת ורמא רשאכ לאומש יניעב רבדה
 ונל היהי א"כ וניטפשל ונל תלמב המשאה רקיע
 לא 'ה רמאיו .וניטפוש היהי ךיא ונילע אלו

 ח םש( וסאמ ךתוא אל יכ 'וגו םלוקב עמש לאומש

 םלצא קזחומ התא יכ ךחבש הז הברדא יכ ,)ז
 ךלמ ךמוקמב ושקב כ"ע םהל ףינחמ התא ןיאש
 ולאש אלו יתוא וסאמ הזבו ,חרכהב םהל ףינחיש
 ינוצר לטבי ךלמהש םצפח לכ יכ הרותה יפ לע
 וסאמ הזב ל"ר ,םהילע ךולממ ש"זו .םנוצר ינפמ
 התעו .ךלמה םהילע ךולמיש וצר אלש המ יתוא
 םהל תדגהו םהב דיעת דעה יכ ךא םלוקב עמש
 אקווד )ט ח םש( .םהילע ךולמי רשא ךלמה טפשמ
 רמאיו .'ה םאנ יתצפח הלאב יכ םהל אלו םהילע
 ח םש( םכילע ךולמי רשא ךלמה טפשמ היהי הז

 ופוס מ"מ םכל א"כ והורחבת אל םא ףא יכ )אי
 ,'וגו חקי םכינב תאו םכילע ךולמי הכופש המחבש
 םתקעזו ןגוהכ םתלאש אלש לע םכלש שנוע הזו
 םש( םכל םתרחב רשא םככלמ ינפלמ אוהה םויב

 הלעש יודיו ךרד ורמאתו םכילע אלו ל"ר )חי ח
 'וגו םעה ונאמיו .םתשקבש הממ ךפה םכדיב
 המ ,)טי ח םש( ונילע היהי ךלמ םא יכ אל ורמאיו

 אל רמאל ןכ ורמא יודיו ךרד ונייה ,אל ורמאש
 רמאל הלחת והונלאש רשא ךרדב דוע ךלמ ץופחנ

Therefore it says, when you come to the land and
settle it... people will get comfortable and want to
live life they way they want... that is the time to
ask for a King to reign UPON them, to help give
them the fear/awe of the Almighty King and
follow HIS ways.

Meaning the appropriate language to use is place
UPON us a King...

However during the days of Samuel they didn't
say it that way... they said GIVE TO US a King...
and not PLACE UPON US a King.

They didn't want that kind of King.. they wanted a
King like the nations around them who would
bribe the population by giving them what they
want in order to get them to follow him.

To Judge them like the nations... in their courts you
could bribe and buy off the courts and in fact the
fear of the People is upon the Judges and the
King... lest the people rebel...

So what was so evil in Shmuel's and God's eyes
was the expression "Lanu LShafteinu" -- "To us to
judge us" (like the nations)

And God said to Shmuel, "listen to them... they
aren't disgusted by you... the opposite.. it's to your
merit... because they know you can't be bought off,
therefore they are asking for a King in place of you
who will give them what they want.

Their whole intent is that the human King will
nullify My (God's) will to the People's will.

So give them a king but warn them that their King
will ultimately treat them as a tyrant and take
advantage of them and tax them and subjugate
them and take their children as servants and slaves.

And that will be their punishment for not asking
properly for a King for the right reason.

So in the end, they will get the King that they
deserve... and learn their lesson

that the real reason for asking for a King is to place
the fear/awe of God upon them to help them



 רבד רשאכ ונילע היהי ךלמ םא יכ .ךלמ ונל הנת
 לאשל וניתאטח לע ונפסי יכ כ"חא רמאנ ןכו .'ה
 םדוק הליחתב רמול וצרו )טי בי םש( ךלמ ונל
 ןושלה יונש ןבומו .רקי הז 'יפו .שנועה ונעמשש
 אהתש ורמאש ל"זר קודקד דצמו ונלל ונילע ןיב
 היולת הוצמה רקיע יכ ).זי תובותכ( םכילע ותמיא
 עמש ,לאומש לא 'ה רמאיו ש"מו)ד( .הזב
)בכ ח 'א לאומש( ךלמ םהל תכלמהו 'וגו םלוקב

 םילבקמב יולת ארומה תלבקש יפל ,םהילע ל"להו
 הוש היהש ךלמ םהל ןתנ אלא תאז לעפ 'ה אלו
 תעשב רמא כ"ע ויחאמ ובבל םור יתלבל םהל
 רמול ןוכנ היה אל לארשיל מ"מ לבא ,םהל השעמ
 ךלמ ילע המישא תרמאו רמאש 'ה רבדכ א"כ ןכ
 .רמול םהל היה ךכ

follow His ways.

There are two ways to run the nation....

1. A King who represents God's Will and leads the
people in the proper path, no matter what the
people demand.

2. A King who follows the will of the People for
his own power and agrandisement.

Maimonides - RAMBAM - Laws of Kings

Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 1:1 ׳א:׳א תומחלמו םיכלמ תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 ןתָסָינִכְּ תעַשְׁבִּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּוּטַצְנִ תוֹצְמִ שׁ˄שָׁ )א(
)וט זי םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ˂לֶמֶ םהֶלָ תוֹנּמַלְ .ץרֶאָלָ

 לשֶׁ וֹערְזַ תירִכְהַלְוּ ."˂לֶמֶ ˃ילֶעָ םישִׂתָּ םוֹשׂ"
 רכֶזֵ תאֶ החֶמְתִּ" )טי הכ םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ קלֵמָעֲ
)ה בי םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ הרָיחִבְּהַ תיבֵּ תוֹנבְלִוְ ."קלֵמָעֲ

 :"המָּשָּׁ תָאבָוּ וּשׁרְדְתִ וֹנכְשִׁלְ"

(1) Israel was enjoined with three Commandments 
upon entering the Land: to appoint a king, as it 
says, “you shall set a king over yourselves” (Deut. 
17:15); to destroy the descendents of Amalek, as it 
says “erase the memory of Amalek” (Deut. 25:19); 
and build the Temple, as it says, “you shall seek 
His habitation, and there you will come” (Deut. 
12:5).

Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 1:2-4 ׳ד-׳ב:׳א תומחלמו םיכלמ תוכלה ,הרות הנשמ
 שׁוֹדקָּהַ הצָרָ אֹל המָּלָ הוָצְמִ ˂לֶמֶ תמַקָהֲשֶׁ רחַאַמֵ 
 .לאֵוּמשְּׁמִ ˂לֶמֶ וּלאֲשָּׁשֶׁכְּ אוּה ˂וּרבָּ

 הוָצְמִּהַ םיֵּקַלְ וּלאֲשָׁ אֹלוְ .תמֶעֹרְתַבְּ וּלאֲשָּׁשֶׁ יפִלְ
 לאומש( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .איבִנָּהַ לאֵוּמשְׁבִּ וּצקָּשֶׁ ינֵפְּמִ אלָּאֶ

 :'וֹגוְ "וּסאֲמָ יתִאֹ יכִּ וּסאָמָ ˃תְאֹ אֹל יכִּ" )ז ח א

 ןידִּ תיבֵּ יפִּ לעַ אלָּאֶ הלָּחִתְּבַּ ˂לֶמֶ ןידִימִעֲמַ ןיאֵ )ג(
 וּהנָּמִּשֶׁ עַשֻׁוֹהיכִּ .איבִנָ יפִּ לעַוְ םינִקֵזְ םיעִבְשִׁ לשֶׁ
 לאֵוּמשְׁ םנָּמִּשֶׁ דוִדָוְ לוּאשָׁכְוּ .וֹנידִּ תיבֵוּ וּנבֵּרַ השֶׁמ

(2) ... Now, since the appointment of a king is a 
Commandment, why did G-d not want (a king) 
when the people asked Samuel for one? 

Because their request was merely due to 
resentment, and not for the purpose of fulfilling a 
Commandment. They had rejected Samuel the 
Prophet, as it says, “as they have forsaken Me…so 
do they also with you” (I Samuel 8:7).

(3) a king is not appointed other than by the Court 
of Seventy (Sanhedrin) and with consent of a 
Prophet. So was Joshua appointed by Moses our 
Teacher and his Court, and Saul and David by 



 :וֹנידִּ תיבֵוּ יתִמָרָהָ

 המָּכַּ רחַאַ וּלּפִאֲ םירִגֵּ להַקְּמִ ˂לֶמֶ ןידִימִעֲמַ ןיאֵ )ד(
 זי םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .לאֵרָשְׂיִּמִ וֹמּאִ היֶהְתִּשֶׁ דעַ תוֹרוֹדּ

˃יחִאָ אֹל רשֶׁאֲ ירִכְנָ שׁיאִ ˃ילֶעָ תתֵלָ לכַוּת אֹל" )וט
."אוּה

 .לאֵרָשְׂיִבְּשֶׁ תוֹררָשְׂ לכָלְ אלָּאֶ דבַלְבִּ תוּכלְמַלְ אֹלוְ 
 וּלּפִאֲ .הרָשָׂעֲ רשַׂ וֹא םישִּׁמִחֲ רשַׂ אֹלוְ אבָצָ רשַׂ אֹל
.תוֹדשָּׂלַ הנָּמֶּמִ קלֵּחַמְּשֶׁ םיִמַּהַ תמַּאַ לעַ הנֶּמֻמְ

 אלָּאֶ אהֵיְ אֹלּשֶׁ אישִׂנָ וֹא ןיָּדַּ רמַוֹל ˂ירִצָ ןיאֵוְ 
 ˃יחֶאַ ברֶקֶּמִ" )וט זי םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ .לאֵרָשְׂיִּמִ
 אֹל םישִׂמֵ התָּאַשֶׁ תוֹמישִׂמְ לכָּ "˂לֶמֶ ˃ילֶעָ םישִׂתָּ
 :˃יחֶאַ ברֶקֶּמִ אלָּאֶ וּהיְ

Samuel the Ramathite and his Court.

(4) A convert may not be appointed king, even 
after many generations, until one has a Jewish 
mother, as it says, “You cannot place over 
yourselves a foreign man, one who is not your 
brother” (Deut. 17:15). 

This rule is also applicable for any governing 
Position, and includes a commander in the Army 

and any officer in the Army 1 Lit., officers of the 
fifties or tens., or even the one who is merely 
responsible for the reservoir which irrigates the 
fields. 

It goes without saying that a convert cannot be 
appointed Judge or President. All these Positions 
must be filled by (born) Jews, as it says, “place 
upon yourselves a king from those who are close 
to you” (ibid.). All official, governing Positions 
must be filled with those from among our 
brethren.

Summary

1. The founders of America identified with Israel and its Torah, values and laws
2. Just like Israel, the Founders saw America as an "idea" and "value system" to create a perfected

society
3. They also believed that it was about the value system and not geography. Geography was only

necessary as a place to build a value-based Godly society
4. They understood that the leader/president/King was primarily responsible to lead the country

based on those values and that a "foreigner" could not be trusted to reflect those values.
5. There was a danger of the people dictating to the King, rather than the King standing firm on

the American values.
6. Minimally the King would need to be born to a mother who was born and grew up with those

values or who chose to adopt those values by naturalization (conversion) in Israel, or possibly
two citizen parents in the case of the USA.
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